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Flood Protection for Discovery Bay & Byron Tract

Who We Are & What We Do
Reclamation District 800 (District) is the public agency 
responsible for reducing flood risk for 3,600 agricultural, 
urban, commercial, and industrial properties within 
the Byron Tract (see map). The District maintains 
nearly 19 miles of levees along Old River to the east, 
Indian Slough to the north, and adjacent to Bixler Road 
(Dryland Levee) to the west. For most properties, these 
levees are the only defense against serious flood damages.

What is 100-year Flood Protection 
and why is it important?
Reclamation District 800’s levees are currently accredited 
by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 
for a 100-year level of flood protection, which is protection 
against a flood event that has a one percent chance of 
happening in any given year. This means the area within the 
District’s boundaries is currently “mapped” by FEMA as a 
low to moderate risk flood zone. As a result, property owners 
aren’t subjected to higher cost, mandatory flood insurance 
requirements or FEMA-related building restrictions. This 
saves property owners millions of dollars each year.

What is “levee maintenance?”
Reclamation District 800’s ongoing levee operations and maintenance activities generally include:

•	 Routine inspection of levees and drainage facilities
•	 Removal of debris that obstructs flood 

flows, or otherwise damages levees 
•	 Vegetation removal and control, to include 

aquatic weed treatment in Willow Lake
•	 Rodent removal and control
•	 Levee patrol during high water warning and flood stages
•	 Resurfacing of levee maintenance and patrol roads
•	 Construction of erosion repair and protection
•	 Repair of levee embankments
•	 Distribution of rock rip rap

•	 Inspection and repair of gates
•	 Placement and distribution of sandbags 

and riprap during high water events
•	 Participation in and reporting for state and 

federal inspections and evaluations
•	 State and federal permit application and 

compliance (environmental)
•	 Identification of encroachments and 

coordination with property owners to remove 
any that threaten levee stability/integrity

•	 Recertification of levees for Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) accreditation

To reduce flood risk for the District:
•	 Conducts frequent inspections of levees and performs routine 

repairs as necessary, including placing rock slope protection (riprap), 
filling burrows from rodents, repairing levee road surfaces, clearing 
and trimming vegetation, and removing other encroachments 
(e.g. structures and vegetation that prevent levee inspection). 

•	 Manages drainage and water circulation within 
Discovery Bay’s lakes and lagoons, including 
treatment of invasive vegetation in Willow Lake.

•	 Patrols levees 24/7 during all high water and storm events 
to inspect for levee seepage, slipped riprap, cracking 
or settlement and any other potential damage.

•	 Establishes and enforces encroachment standards to protect 
the physical stability of the levees and slope control areas.

•	 Complies with strict state and federal regulations for 
maintaining levees to a 100-year level of flood protection.

How is the District funded?
Reclamation District 800’s Fiscal Year 2022-23 budget 
is approximately $1.9 million. It is funded through a 
modest annual assessment and a percentage of property 
tax on properties that benefit from the District’s services. 
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Get to know  
Reclamation District 800
Reclamation District 800 was formed in 1909 to reclaim 
swamp lands in Byron Tract, protect them from floods, and 
provide for irrigation. Today, the District is responsible for 
flood protection and drainage for 7,000 acres of agricultural, 
urban, commercial, and industrial lands. The District is 
governed by a five-member elected Board of Trustees.
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The Board meets at 10 a.m. the first Thursday of each month at 
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January 2023 
Storm Recap
Despite record levels of rain, the 
District’s levees held up well in tough 
conditions. District staff conducted  
frequent patrols (sometimes 24/7) 
and quickly repaired minor levee 
erosion and slips. Pump stations were 
functioning at maximum capacity 
but were able to keep up with 
drainage. While some agricultural 
fields experienced flooding, there 
were no reports of major damage. 
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