
Flood Protection

Internal Drainage

Water Quality & Circulation

Dredging for Bay Access 
& Navigation

1540 Discovery Bay Boulevard, Suite A 
Discovery Bay, CA 94505

Mailing: P.O. Box 262
Byron, CA 94514

SEE INSIDE
for information on a proposed property assessment 
for services that protect public safety, quality of life, 
and property values in and around Discovery Bay

Proposed Property Assessment

Reclamation District 800’s (RD 800) services are partly funded 
by a property assessment approved by property owners in 1999. 
Assessment rates have never increased, despite significant increases 
in RD 800’s operating costs during that 26-year period.

As a result, RD 800 does not have enough funding to 
provide important services that protect public safety, quality 
of life, and property values in and around Discovery Bay.

(925) 627-0009      |      info@rd800.org      |      www.rd800.org

for
Flood Protection, Internal Drainage, 

Water Quality & Circulation, and Bay Access

RD 800 IS PROPOSING AN ANNUAL 
PROPERTY ASSESSMENT TO ADEQUATELY 
FUND THESE ESSENTIAL SERVICES.

PLEASE READ THIS FLIER TO LEARN MORE!

Your Vote Matters!

Questions? Contact Us!

What happens if property 
owners approve the assessment?

•	 Assessments would begin in fall 2026 and 
appear on the property tax bill.

•	 Assessment revenues will be used to 
adequately fund maintenance and capital 
projects for RD 800’s four service areas, 
helping to protect public safety, quality 
of life, and property values in and around 
Discovery Bay.

•	 As per state law, funds cannot be used for 
any other purpose.

What happens if property owners 
do not approve the assessment?

•	 RD 800’s budget deficit will continue to grow, 
leading to reductions in existing levels of service. 

•	 Projects and maintenance will be deferred, 
leading to potential flood protection and 
drainage system failures, worsened water 
quality and circulation, and reduced access 
to bays.

•	 This could harm public safety, quality of  
life, and property values in and around 
Discovery Bay.

As per state law, property owners will be 
asked to vote on the proposed assessment. 
Assessment ballots will be sent to property 
owners on September 5, 2025. Property 
owners will have 45 days to return their 
ballot(s). Balloting will close following 
a public hearing on October 23, 2025. 
Watch your mailbox for more information.

Attend any of our upcoming community 
meetings to get more information:

6:30 p.m., Thursday, August 28 –  
Delta Community Presbyterian Church 
1900 Willow Lake Road, Discovery Bay

6:30 p.m., Thursday, September 18 –  
Delta Community Presbyterian Church 
1900 Willow Lake Road, Discovery Bay

Watch Your Mailbox for 
Proposed Assessment 
Ballot!

Attend a Community Meeting

Levee sheetpile wall construction



RD 800 is funded by a combination of property tax revenues, an annual 
assessment on properties, state funding, and interest earnings (see pie 
chart below for percentages of total budget). In fiscal year 2024-25, 
RD 800 received approximately $2 million in total revenues. However, 
approximately $3.57 million is needed to fully fund all services and 
important capital projects. Thus, RD 800 is facing an estimated 
$1.57 million shortfall between existing and required revenues.

What is RD 800 and why is it important?
RD 800 is the public agency responsible for reducing flood risk for 3,600 
agricultural, urban, commercial, and industrial properties within the Byron Tract 
(see map). RD 800 maintains nearly 19 miles of levees located along Old River 
to the east, Indian Slough to the north, and adjacent to Bixler Road (Dryland 
Levee) to the west. It also manages internal drainage, water circulation and quality 
within the lakes and lagoons of Discovery Bay, and navigational access in the 
bay “hallways.” RD 800 is a separate agency from the Town of Discovery Bay. 

RD 800’s Existing Property Assessment 
Has Not Been Increased in 26 Years 
RD 800’s property assessment was approved by property owners in 1999. 
Assessment rates have never increased, despite significant increases in RD 800’s 
operating costs over that same 26-year period. For example, utility costs for 
drainage pumping have increased 118% over the past 10 years alone.

Today, RD 800 is not adequately funded to maintain levees, manage internal 
drainage, provide for water quality and circulation in lagoons and Willow 
Lake, and dredge bay hallways for waterside levee access and navigation. 
It has deferred much-needed improvements, like levee repairs, bay dredging, 
Willow Lake water quality improvements, and other projects necessary 
for compliance with state and federal regulations. This jeopardizes public 
safety, quality of life, and property values in and around Discovery Bay.

Proposed Assessments Vary Depending Upon Benefit to Property 
By law, each property can only be assessed for the special benefit it receives from any of RD 800’s four service 
areas. Not all properties receive special benefit from all service areas. Most properties receive special benefit 
from at least two service areas, while some benefit from three or more. The following chart summarizes the 
special benefit for each service area and the factors used to calculate individual property assessments.

Use the Assessment Calculator at www.rd800.org to view the service areas, property factors, 
and benefit zones specific to your property, along with your proposed annual assessment. You 
can also read the Preliminary Engineer’s Report for more detailed assessment methodology.

Proposed Property Assessment for Flood Protection,  
Internal Drainage, Water Quality & Circulation, and Bay Access

RD 800’s Annual Budget Shortfall:

$1.57 Million

Among many duties, RD 800:
•	 Conducts frequent inspections of levees and performs emergency and 

routine repairs, including fixing levee erosion, placing rock slope protection 
(riprap), filling burrows from rodents, repairing levee road surfaces, 
clearing, and trimming vegetation, and removing other encroachments 
(e.g., structures and vegetation that prevent levee inspection). 

•	 Maintains levees to state/federal standards to avoid mandatory 
flood insurance requirements and building restrictions.

•	 Manages drainage and water circulation within Discovery Bay’s lakes and 
lagoons, including treatment of invasive vegetation in Willow Lake.

•	 Dredges bay hallways to maintain waterside access for levee maintenance 
and repair, and for navigation to and from the Delta.

•	 Maintains a drainage system, including a pump station and channels, 
which prevents water ponding and nuisance flooding.

RD 800 Revenue Sources (FY 2024-25)

Proposed Property 
Assessment to 
Improve Levels 
of Service
RD 800 is proposing an annual 
property assessment that 
would raise approximately 
$1.57M starting in fiscal 
year 2026-27. Revenues 
would adequately fund the 
following four service areas:

FLOOD PROTECTION
(levee maintenance and repairs)

WATER QUALITY 
AND CIRCULATION

INTERNAL DRAINAGE

BAY ACCESS

1

2

3

4
North Pump Station pipe improvements

Property Taxes

55%
State Funding / 

Interest Earnings

12%
Annual Property Assessment

33%
$500k

$2.5M

$1M

$3M

$1.5M

$3.5M

$2M

$4M

SERVICE AREA SPECIAL BENEFIT FACTORS
used to calculated proposed assessment

Flood Protection Avoidance of flood damage to property and 
structures, and protection of land-based evacuation 
routes during a flood event (flood egress). Some 
properties only benefit from flood egress.

•	 Land use type
•	 Size of parcel
•	 Structure type and square footage
•	 Finished first floor depth
•	 Whether the parcel benefits 

from flood egress 

Bay Access Maintenance of access to and from the Delta. There 
are 22 different zones of benefit (Bay Access Zones).

•	 Property location 
(determines Bay Access Zone)

Water Quality Prevention of water stagnation, minimizing 
aquatic weed growth, and providing irrigation 
water for some properties. There are 3 different 
zones of benefit (Water Quality Zones).

•	 Property location 
(determines Water Quality Zone)

Drainage Removal of rainfall runoff, irrigation tailwater, and levee 
seepage to prevent nuisance flooding and ponding of 
water. There are 3 zones of benefit (Drainage Zone).

•	 Property location 
(determines the Drainage Zone)

•	 Parcel size


